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Left: Romsey Signalbox in
1975 with a returning special
train from Eastleigh to
Cranmore, led by a class "52"
diesel-hydraulic with an "East
Somerset Railway"
headboard. Photo: Bill Tyndall

Below: track diagram of
points and signals controlled
by Romsey Signalbox atthe
time of its closure\".rq
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an entirely different sort of preservation
scheme is being undertaken; a scheme that
has involved lowering the 123 year-old box
down an embankmeit into th6 grounds of
an infants school, where it is to become the
centrepiece of a unique educational pro-
ject.

The idea came originally from Audrel'
Gebbie. Headteacher of the Romsev In-
fants School. whose office overlooked the
junction between the Eastleigh and Red-
bridge lines. immediatelr east of Romser
Stati,on. Setting the wheels in motion to
purchase the signalbox from British Rail-
ways was an act of considerable courage on-

hei part, given her limited knowledge of
railway matters and the likely cost in-
volved, but fortunately she was able to
interest other groups.

Romsey & District Buildings Preserva-
tion Society agreed to invest f8,000, and

A[BOMSEY
LTHOUGH there are many signal-
boxes preserved in Britain, most of
them are either on operational

I lrailways or in the hands of private
individuals. But at Romsey, Hampshire,

George Pryer and Ted Mason outline an imaginative schem-e under. which

further grants \\'ere forthcoming from
Hampshire Countv Council and the Test
Valler Borough Council. These funds ena-
bled a strip of land at the foot of the
embankment to be purchased to provide a
site. and have also paid for the removal
and restoration of th'e signalbox structure.
The site is ideal for developing the trans-
port theme, having the railway along one
side and the old Andover & Southampton
Canal along another, and there is sufficient
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