THLH Romsey Signal Box Project

\ Project Manager: R.B.Hewett
42 Botley Road, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 8AP

"THE SIGNAL"

Dear Reader No & — February 1994

"FRIENDS OF ROMSEY SIGNAL BOX™"

This edition of "The Signal” is the first for almost twelve manthsg,
The Project procresses - bult onlv iust. it has been difficult to

mainptain the momentum with the ever—widening range of tasks. As a
conseauence, the Sianal Box Project team held a special megting on

4 February, at which it was decided unanimously that the Proiect

membershin should be nlaced on a more formal footing,

In additian. the Team have peen discussing how approoriate
resources can be developed to secure the long—-term future of the
Signal Baox without the reliance on such a3 small harmd nof volunteers.

Enclosed with this edition, therefore, is a Membership Application
Form faor the '"Friends of Romsey Signal Box”. We have set the
membershipn Fee at £5 per annum (Januasvy~lecember). but any donation
above that would not be refused! All contributions will ns to the
running caosts of the Project. and to the purchase of materials and
artifacts to continue the imnrovement o+ the site. All applicants
will be sent a Membership card with their next newsletter.

Those recipients who wish to take an active part in the Project are
encouraged to complete the relevant cection of the form indicating
preciselv haw thev feel they can help. This will enable us to olan
DU resouyrces mqre'aooromrlateiy, and involve evervone in the
things they reallv want to do.

Many other recipients of "The Sional® plav no active role in the
running of the Project. I¥ vou arg 1in that category. vour
financial support would still me veryv much welcome. in return, we
aim to produce a more effective newsletter on a guarteviv DAS1S.

We hone that anvone who supports the continued development of the
Sigrnal Box and its site will 301n the Friende of Raomsev Signal Box.

Finmally, | would like to say my personat "thanks" to all the
vellnteere who attended aur meeting oy sent Thelr apoloaies. it
indicated their clear support for the Proi=sct and thelr commitment
to further develonments., (Let’'s go for it/

Dick Hewett
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NQRKING SESSIONS

Another important decision taken at the meeting was to concentrate
our main working sessinns upon a couple of weekends during the
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vear, The first of these will oe on Good Fridav and Easter
Saturday (! and 2 April)., fram around 1000 until dark (internal
Wwork may continue lonaer). Work wiil continue on Easter Sundav 1+
necessarv, thouah the Box will alsc be onen to the gublic,

Toaether with the membership +orm, this newsletter 1s accompanied
by a form for volunteers to indicate whether they can help at any
time over the ELaster weekend. Anvone who ofters to helo witn tne
nroject on their membersnip faorm 15 reguesteo To compliete the
workina session fovrm. and to return both forms to Dick Hewett as
soon as possible, v order that a full wory oroaramme May De
planned. Tasks undery considerati1on 1incluade:

- rconcretina for various items around the sites

- preparation work for our colour li1ght si1gnals
- imorovements to the existing S10nals a0l 001NTWor « g
- varigus ltems ot ve—wiring ingice trne Sioral B

c

- wOrk to orogress the teleohome corcertrator:
- completion of the track diagram:

- wvarinous other electrical and labouwrisn tasks.

Please volunteer for part or all of the Easter weekend working
se@ssion. Wlith a concerted, well-planned effart. real orogress

can be made. Piease note that we are also planning tasks which can
be undertakern in the event of bad weather.

In addition, all volunteers may wish to note that access can be
obtained to the site at any other time bv obtaining the kevs fFram
Dick Hewett (0794-52257%9). or Ffrom Bill Tyvngdall. Chris Hack,
Richard Read or Ian Maxwell. Ken Ranks, the school caretaker., will
open up for vou on presentation of vour membership cavd,
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OPEN DAYS

The Project Team agreed unanimouslv Lo canbinue opening the
Signal Box to the public on the +irst Sundav in every month
(excepting Januarv). Attendances vary from 13 to 30, depending
upaon the weather. A vemarkable number call simply becauvse thev
are passing and see the signs out on Winchester Road.

It was also agreed that entrance should continue to be free., but
that volunteers shouldn’t feel guilty about waving the donations
tin in front of visitors betare they leave!
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COWLEY BRIDGE JUNCTION
As ocur miniature display 1 shawn at more and more exhititions,
s0 our fame spreads and the invitations also i1ncrease. However .,
resources will not permit us to attend more than one exhibitiaon
per month. This Spring, Cowlevy Bridge Juncticn has been taken to

Egham (Surrey) and Newbury, and Fareham i1s booked for 20 March.

Exeter celebrates 150 vears of railwavs on 1/7 Mav with a big vail
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event. and 1t 13 auirte possible that we will be onerating Cowley
Bridoe Junction miniature box an the platform of Eueter St Davads
Stati1on., but two riles awav From its real 1iee SeThdag,

Invitations nave aiveadv nDeen received fov The azutumn fvom mode )
ra1lwav societies 1nm HBasingstoke ang Wevmoutn, and nthers arve
likely to follow. These events are a ocod wav of oromotinog the
Frotect as a wnole. and monav 1s raiserd through attendance expenseg
tWhilch are alwavs plougned stra3i1goht 1nto the Funds) .

From now on, Bill Twvndall (Romsey 512410) has taken over
rermmonsibility for coordinating the timetable for Cowley Bridge andg
i ering operators. Anvone interested in havira a oo at opeyating
the mintature box should get 1n touch with Biil.
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ROMSEY STATION WAITING ROOM

Lowlev Bridage used pne stored at Kedbridge Station, put several
Break—1ns forced the Team to mAave the expensive and uniague
eauloment to a safer haven early in 1993, Whnilst an alternative
nome for the miniature sigral box has been sought. it has been
stored in Dick Hewett’s lounge. This has orevented work on Cowley
Bridoe excent when it is brought out for exhibitions.

We are delightec to report that. after lengthy negotiations., we
have signed an agreement with British Rail Propertv Board for the
tease of the old tLadies Waiting Room on the tio platform at Romsey
for a mominal annual rent of £10. Work 1s now in hand to cilean and
secure the building. after which Cowley Bridge will be moved to its
new permanent home., hopefully by Easter.

ihe great advantages of this new praperty are that:

- Cowley Bridae can be left set up ready for training and
other onerating sessians:

- Repair work to Cowley Bridae will be much eacier:

—= The room can also be used as storage space for some of the
items presently cluttering the Sianal Hox:

™ - The room 1s close to the homes of several members. who can

keep a close watch onm it

- The situatiaon on the station platform will provide an ideal
opportunity to promote thne Proiect to anvone using or
passing throucgh Romsey Station.
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SCHOOL VISITS AND SPECIAL OCCASIONS

During 1993, we nosted visits by school parties from Romasev
Infants., Romsey Junior., Abbev. and Cupernham Schoolis. The Project
Manager would be delighted to hear from anyong who has contacts
with a local schoel, and who may be Iin @ position to encourage them
to partake of one of the formal one-hour vigits,

Ment:ion must be made of the most significant events af (997, A
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special Open Davy was held on 24 June 1993, exactlv 10 vears to the
dav sirmce the Box was lifted +trom the cide of the railway line.

Nne week later, at the end of the Julv Open Dav. the FProject Team
held a barbecue, at which the guest of honour was Audrey Gebbie,
the headteacher who started the whoie thina off. Afudrey retired at
the end of July, and to thank hev +or her initial interest and
continued support for the Froject. the Team presented her with
three photographs of the Box and a Signal Box Project sweatshirt.

At the August Open Dav, Audrey returned with Eric Romaine. who was
the British Rail official who had first approached her about
demolishing the box, ang who showed the necessary 1nterest when
fBudrey suggested saving 1t.

The Team remains very grateful to Audrey, and 1s delignted that her
cuccessor at Romsev Inmfants School. Mrs Heilen Rogers, 18 &
rajilwavman®s dauahter and likewise has a soft soot £or the Box!
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FRIENDS FROM NEAR AND FAR

Marny of our volunieers arve preparec to travel considervable
distances to help us on a regular hasis. Alan Gilmour, for
example, travels down from liford. east London. as often as he can.
ta operate both Romsey Signal Box and Cowlev Bridge Junction.

David Canning. often accompanied by his wife Marion., and David’'s
colleague John Evans. venture down £rom their homes in Aldermaston
and Thatcham whenever their shifts as BR signalmen on the
Reading-Newbury line permit them. David is also ocuvy photographer.

Fimally. some new recrults to the Proiect reguliariy attend Upen

Davs from their bomes in Basingstoke. The thres Ranlev bovs (Adam,
Jack and Steve) bring an ever—increasing number of friends to helop
an the Praject. The more the merrier —~ thev're all welcome!
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CALENDAR OF OPERATING SESSIONS UNTIL THE END OF 1994
Signalbox Open Days (all Sundayvsi:
March &: Aoril 33 May t: June 3: Julyv 3: August 71 Sentember 4

October 2Z2: November 6: Dzcember 4.

Cowley Bridge on display:
Contarct Bill Tvndall (07924-512410: Fov details.
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ENQUIRIES, ARRANGING VISITS, ETC.
For any special visits or offers of assistance or materials., or any

fov any ather enguiries, contact the Project Manager, Dick Hewett,
47 Botley Road, Romsey, Hants, S05t 8AP; tel: Romsev (Q794) S22979.



