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“Ourbveautiful histm'ic shed!

V'No-!*'It”é ﬁot a déScﬁption'of the sighal bok : w1th itS"bi'ick base" that Sﬁfe’ly 'ciaSSiﬁes
as a proper building! — but rather the next edifice to find its way onto the site. For_we ‘

| wﬂl shortly be the dehghted reclpzents of this be;aut:ﬁﬂ wooden 1920’ shcdf

Perhaps the word ‘shed” does ita dlsserwce Tt is, aﬁer aIl about 30 feet long ancl iO

| _feo; wide, with a small verandah and two rooms; one of which is at_least.-the size of
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 the signal box. It cutrently sits ina garden at the other end of Romsey, but the owners -

" wish to drspose of it and are keen for it to have a safe néw home. They offered it to

the Romsey and District Buildings Preservation Trust, who have decided that it ought
~ to be preserved asa fme example of a typlcal prefabncated wooden shed of that era. -

So the next questlon was — where would they put it? And naturally one obv1ous site
L nnmed1ately came to mind — next to the signal box. Urgent inspections, discussions,
~ estimates of cost, and planning, has culminated in a decision to. move the shed to the -
-~ signal box as soon as we can after it becomes available at the end of April. We plan”
~ to put it in front of the signal box, parallel with the railway-side fence — behind the
~_signal in the left-hand picture, and on the right of the right-hand picture. . Thetwo
“thorn trees nearest the box will have to be cut down and the path moved across -
- (though the planner from Test Valley Borough Council has recommended removmg
 the wrllow tree mstead we wﬂl need to consider thlS carefully) o

The Buxldmgs Preservatron Trust have agreed to fund all the d:lsmanthng, transport

- rebuilding, and re-roofing. There won’t be any immediate cost to the Friends ~ whrch
~ - with our financial situation, we were obviously keen to avoid any financial burden

- We have offered to help with some labour for the reburldmg, and are happy to
undertake basic maintenance once it is finished (such as pamtmg wmdows and
occasronally treatmg the woodwork) - -

What will we use it for?-

,For starters we have always wanted another room where visitors can go when i it 1s
raining.- - School visits, which usually involve 30-35 children, are difficult as we
cannot take more than half the children into the signal box at a time. The remainder
are limited to the cramped space in the visitor van (no more than 6 at a time) or
staying outside. We will be able to fit at least the rest, if not the whole of the classin
o the larger of the two rooms in our shed. :
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| Secondly, we would llke to. welcome dtsabled visitors. Qutte clearly it is impossible

~ for some visitors to. chmb the stairs up to the first floor operating floor of the box. If o

‘we can ﬁt a small camera in the box, and a momtor in the shed, we can allow such
v151tors to observe what 18 gomg on upstatrs SR T -

""'_'f: Tlnrdly, we have also become mcreasmgly frustrated at the lack of washmg water and o

 toilet facilities on the site. A water supply has long been planned, and isnot seenasa
" great difficulty (only constrained by money), but ﬁttmg a toilet with proper drainage

- has seemed like an impossible task. Suddenly we can consider fitting a washbasin
~and toilet cubicle i in the back room of the shed, with & drainage connection to the

* school drainage system With one or two other simple amenities in the shed (suchas
" acheap mobile phone, the fndge and sunple cookmg facﬂltles) we w1ll be largely

‘_ self-sufﬁcwnt R A -

j'”"Openmg events and Hent:zge OP‘?“ Days, September 2 000

y i_Once we have got our bmldlng and have completed Cowley Bndge we. shall want to -

" --celebrate Tt would be nice to do this in COIl_]llﬂCthﬂ with an extra special activity in. R

+the box. We are therefore considering joining in with Hentage Open Days 2000, an -
- event we have taken part in before, whereby we would receive national pubhcuy o
along w1th many other locations in retumn for ma.kmg spectal opemng arrangements R

= =

'In the past we have had a mgnalhng marathon (48 heurs) That rmght be a blt i |
~ ambitious, but we could certainly open for the two relevant days and have the new -
deley Bridge operating in our new building. Obviously it will be subject to geod
pfogress bemg made on both Cowley Bndge and the bulldmg ,

-*;_The relevant weekend is Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 September 2000 We shall need :

_ good attendance from volunteers, and a firm decision needs to be made before the
“end of May, by whxch time we will have a better idea of the likelihood of meeting our
- target. Butin the meantime, put the weekend in your dlanes and expect an approach
._‘jlater in the year seekmg volunteers to operate SRS . =

Membershtp subscnptwtts

*- If you have already renewed your subscnpnon w:th the Fnends for 2000 and have not __

| ‘had your membershlp shp yet, you w111 find one enclosed w1th thlS edmon L

;"I am dehg,hted with the number of rnembers who have renewed for 2000 despxte not

,{{,;?fdomg 50 in 1999: welcome back! I.am also delighted to thank all members who have | N

i mcluded a donatlon w1th their subscnpnon In fact the donations recelved have
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'_ iaveraged more than the subscnptron 1tself Donatrons are not expltcrtly "

acknowledged in “The Signal”, as we are sure-many. prefer to remain anonymous - -

but you can. all assume yom' generosrty is recogmsed and extremely welcome

R or those few members who have strll yet to renew, please note tbat thrs wrll

. definitely be the last newsletter you will receive until you send i in your subsenptmn

- for 2000. Forms were issued with the last newsletter, but don’t worry. if youcan’t -
 find them - just forward the £5 for adults, £2.50 for juniors and senior citizens. Every

- penny helps towards the maintenance and development of the box, and you lmow itis

o allgomgto agoodcausel o

" "'I'Annual General Meetmg

e Tlus was held on Sunday 6 February 2000, in the srgnal box, at the end of that |
| i,_-menth’s open day o

Present - | o
- Dick’ Hewett (Chanman, etc. ) Colm Meheux (Prq;ect Manager) Sunon Cooperr, |

Steve Hailes, Paul Allwood, John Read

; ‘more than 10% of the total membershrp were present The meetmg opened at 1613

N Apologres recewed | .

~ Bill Tyndall, Neil Keams John Prytherch, Adam Rapley
- (Ken Rye and Ted Mason both apologised after the event!) S |
*_ (The Chairman apologises to anyone else who sent thetr apologles for absence but

_- P who is not hsted')

i : 1. Ofﬁcers Of “Fﬂends” elected anOIIOWS

chk Hewett: Chamnan, Treasurer Membershrp Seeretary, Archrvrst Newsletter
T -editor, Marketmg./pubhcrty o
. Colin Meheux: Project Manager (mcludmg Operatlons and Mechamcs at box)

" Bill Tyndall: Cowley Bridge Junction. ,
. Simon Cooper: electrical fittings at box n '
- Paul Allwood: youth development.

. Ted Mason: ex-officio-member of: committee wrt-h specral responsxbrhty for the lmk
| wrth the Romsey & Drstnct Burldmgs Preservatlon Trust (eur “parent” body)

»

B "rDesprte the low attendance those present agreed that the meetmg should eontmue as _,‘ |
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'_’ Durmg the past year the box has continued to open regularly, w:th a core sta:ﬂ' of :
" Colin and Dick, and several other members attending on a less frequent bams Itis
' ,nnportant to encourage new volunteers to help.

VA key problem remains the mmntenance of the grounds and the box A number of
initiatives were explored, with only one success.

. ...

-'The proposed weekend with members of the Buildings Preservatxon Trust fell
through partly due to confusion amongst: those who had s:gned the “mterest
sheet” at the Trust’s AGM. - _
It was also hoped to have mvolved members of 79 Raﬂway Squadron from e
- Marchwood, but they were sent to Kosovo dunng 1999. This lmk may be
. explored during 2000, [Aftemote: Contact has been renewed.]. |

B 0  The local Horticultural group mspected the site with a view to mamtalmng‘ it, but ..

. seém to have been put off once they saw mare’s tail growing extensively.

. - However, Colm has made contact with the local Community Service, who will - |

- attend on a regular basis from 10.00am until around 3.00pm every first Sunday m -

‘the month from March 2000 onwards, for at least ayear., Steve Hailes ~ = . -'
. commented that it would be all the more. unportant for there to be more than Just R

- Colin present as his time would be divided between the public and the

" Community Service volunteers. But all agreed this was an important initiative .

- . which could be of huge benefit to the project.. [Afternote: A party of about8 o
N ':people from the Commumty Service attended for the Mareh Open Day, and made, '

il _;-‘_major pregress ‘on site elearance 1

' Colm would hke to aim for the hentage eompetmons in 2001 To do thls, we really e
*. need to attend to the grounds, the box, the ﬁttmg out and the electncs durmg 2000 o
- Action: Simon Cooper to complete the electrics. - | ,

" Action: Colin to sort out the installation of the small box controller upstaus
" Action: Colin to attend to the signal box. floor and to fit lino (funds are available).

- Action: Colin to compile a list of tasks for the Commumty Service and volunteers.
i [Afternote: It would be. partleularly good if we can get the work done before the
_proposed speexal open weekend in September ] : :

| Open Days were generally sucoessful durmg 1999 in v1s1tor numbers and donataons

whilst the two extra days in July when the box was opened in association with the

° Romsey Arts Festival brought over 100 visitors and nearly £70 in donations. Having

. committed ourselves to opening throughout 2000, it is essential the box is mamtamed L
Volunteers on Open days will be essential. Action: All members to eonsxder =

s spendmg even one day per year at the box -
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3 Report on Cowley Brtdge Junctton (fmm Bdl T yndall)

L ;0W1ng to the fact that key members ot‘ the productlon team had a lot of prob]ems

- progress has been slow. This has caused the target dates to slip. This may havea =

- beneficial effect as we still have the problem of where we will store and train people o
5 :Act:on Fnends to consxder a smtable location for storing and trammg e L

; .-'-_Bxll reported that as of 3 February, all the mechamcal work has been done ie: all _
- " tappet blades have been made and fitted to the frame, and the electrical solenoids are .
- mounted. All Chris Hack and Bill have to do is make up brackets, and comp]ete the

.~ fitting of the micro switches. Then it can all go to London for electrical ﬁttmg

O [Aﬁemote Sull current at time of gomg to press ] -

We reahse that the cost of thls pro;ect has gone beyond what was ongmally esttmated o

5 - but all those who saw the frame will know that it has all been worth it. We still have
. -to raise further funds to complete the project: as was said in the last newsletter, the

sumis around £600. The main expense is the Lever Description plates. There are :
. two ways to do this: either do themn on paper, laminate and stick on; or have them

done now on ivories. This would be more authentlc but would cost. around £400. We =

- V'are gomg to tnal the first optlon We also need to buxld camers for tbe blockshelves

':We had hoped to complete the new Cowley Br;dge by tlus Sprmg but qulte clearly

~that is not going to happen As a result, the old Cowley Bridge will continue tobe -

_~'used. We are'minimising bookings until the new set is ready, but we have undertaken
- to be at the Copythorne Carnival on’ Sunday 18 June: we need volunteers for this date. -
If you can glve any help, rmg Bill on 01794 5 124 10 ' ,

__ 0ur new target date for the launching of the new set is the summer We are

i ;r_.'cons1dermg taking Cowley Bridge down to the Bideford and lnstow ‘Group’s annual

- open day on Sunday 20 August and would hope it to be the new set. Beyond that, we |
- want to start booking through next winter, with one. prov131onal date of Chippenham

“on 21 and 22 QOctober for the Wessex Model Railway Group’s annual meeting already -

- jplanned Actwn Fnends to consult diaries and volunteer as operators:

" Then we need to mvestlgate bookmgs through 2001 perhaps even the major event at
| Warley Publicity needs to be obtained, through model engmeenng and railway i
o -mgnal engmeermg magazines, and the like. Action:. Dle to mvestlgate ST

Completlon of the new set in the next four months 1s: therefore a mustl Actzon Bxll
- ~Tyndall and Chris Hack to eomplete the new Cowley Bndge Junctlon munature s,lgnal'
B 'box by July 2000. o . | o
6
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4 Treasurer s report

As at 31 Jenuary 2000 combmed funds in the petty cash and bank aceount steod at
£766.93. Commitments in the pipeline include lino for the floor, ‘new security hghts

" I:.and materials to repair the door at Romsey Station. This will take most of the -

| }remammg funds, so fund-ra;lsmg to pay for Cowley Bndge and other developments

- remains a hrg.h pnonty | -

| .Membershlp had fallen during the year, wh:eh was te be expected, gnven the relatlvely -
- low.level of activity with Cowley Bridge. However a number of membets had - o
| -already renewed for 2000, and pald up totals as at the AGM stood at 33 full members N
) 4and 10 assuc1ates Quruors and senior cmzens) R o

We need to consrder applymg for further grants However whllst Romsey Tewn

- Council only need a letter, Test Valley Borough Council need a specific project to !
+ fund, and nothing could be suggested at the AGM. Actzon Dick to wnte to Romsey s
. -Town Council for June 2000 handouts | L

“iThe accounts wluch run from Apnl to March, are fully audited and theu presented as -
part of the accounts of the Buildings Preservation Trust to their AGM each . o
*b}ovember A full set of accounts for the year ended March 1999 i is avallabie on
request from the Treasurer ‘ - o -

5 Actwns from last meetmg and any other busmess

‘__"Rrehard Beton had oﬂ’ered a computer SIIIlll]&thil in 1999 but tlus had not yet been
- pursued. Someone was aware of another computer srmulat:on contammg Remsey .
] box Action: Colm to pursue | L o |

. The Strong s sign had been mounted but now needed attentlon Actmn Dle to
g ’contact Rod Hoyle [Aﬂemote Damaged section now with Rod for repair.]

| 'Questleus were asked about the effecﬂveness of the marketmg of the box and 1t was. ey

. agreed a survey should be undertaken to decide whether the mvestment being made

. for an advert in the Test Valley Guide was really _]U;Stlﬁed Actton chk to pursue a
B survey a.nd subsequent marketmg plan ' e | . :

B ’There had been no further progress with negotratmg the rent ef a reom  at Sa.llshury
_Statlon, and the room at Romsey had been renewed for a further year, With 6
months’ notice bemg necessary, the Fnends are. eommltted to hmng Romsey uutd at T
-least May 2001 ‘Whilst the rent i$ very cheap (£12 per annum) there is expendlture -
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in mamtenance parncularly wtth the contmumg vandalism and break-ms Action:
i Cohn and Dtck to dCCIdC dunng summer on renewal of Romsey beyond May 2001,

""A checkhst of actions for opemng and closmg the box still needs to be completed, to
- enable those other than Colin and chk to start and finish Open days Actum D:ek
__ and Colin to produce | . . _ , |

B .Insuranee n’eeds- to ‘be‘ehecle—ed bﬁce' more _'Action' Dle 'to —pursue,

N 'Tetlet facrlines need to be mvestlgated Vartous tdeas were put fomard Actton
i Cohn to pursue [Aﬁernote Our new bmldmg may be the answer of eourse']

- 6 Date of next AGM
it Agreed as 1600 hours Sunday 4 February , 2001

B 'The meetmg closed at 1715 hours '_ .'

E ngmeenng Works

:,f‘The Commmnty Semce volunteers stafted on 5 Mareh ona regular basrs and soon ot
-~ had a significant pile of vegetation ready for. dtsposal One of those attendmg tookf__ '
- »the mmatwe to pamt the level erossmg gates | e

o | Work in Apnl and May thl concentrate on prepanng the area for the new bulldmg -
- and tidying the rest of the site. Work will also start on regrading the paths with plastte
T sheet lard an mch er SO below the surfaee to suppress the weeds - ,

0pen Days

Remember we need volunteers to help us on. Open Days partleularly now Colm S
" needs to concentrate on liaising with the Commmnty Service personnel. Dates;
- 2Aprl  4June  6August.. 1 October 3 December e
f--"_'7May 2July = 3September SNovember R

S Important note' Please note the edltor $ new telephone number (01794 500523)
- and apologies to any member who has tried to contact hnn_ smce Deeember oa the old
i number He was 00 rmserly to pay the transfer charges’ S

_ ___3 '



