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Progress on many fronts 

 
 

March 2006, and our pavilion looks more and more like the finished article.  Dick 
Hewett and Peter Chatfield’s patented shutters closed to protect the windows… 
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Acting Chairman Peter Chatfield writes: 
Welcome, folks.  It’s a bit difficult to know where to start as there have been so 
many developments since the last newsletter.  In fact, far from the days when the 
project was so quiet that consideration was about to be given to winding up and 
moving the box elsewhere, it now feels as though we are almost about to hit 
saturation point with all the work in progress - surely a healthy state of affairs, 
though?  Come to the AGM on 4th June and see for yourself! 

 
A lavatory may be a humble place to 
start but, after 19 years of making do 
elsewhere, our new on-site working loo 
is cause for celebration. The bathroom 
and sink area in the Pavilion is now fully 
kitted out, leaving completion of the 
electrics as the last remaining technical 
job.  The windows and shutters are 
finished, bar painting - special thanks to 
Neil and Dick - so the tarpaulin cover 
has been removed. The wooden 
verandah floor is also finished.  We are 
on target to do the remainder of the 
internal boarding and complete the 
internal structure by the end of April - 
Dick and Peter, in particular, are taking 
this forward. 
 
Dick continues to pursue quotes for 
replacement of the steps to the box, 
with the help of contacts via Roger 
Pleasant and Stuart Jones.  I am 
delighted to report that we have been 

awarded a grant towards this cost.  Meanwhile, we will be negotiating with the 
Trust for the replacement of the rotten timber of the box.  Although we appreciate 
the Trust has limited funds, professional carpentry is essential to ensure the 
structure is robust for the medium-term, and to prevent frequent and cost 
inefficient ‘patching up’.  If such work is done by this summer, the volunteer labour 
is there to do a complete re-paint which is now due. 
 
Good news on the box electrics and locking. Garth has arranged for Mike 
Walshaw - Swanage S&T and Romsey member - to meet with Clive Jackson and 
Simon Cooper to progress the work required, and the wiring diagrams have been 
found. Visitors at operating days have often commented how nice it would be to 
get the repeaters and locking working better (or in some cases just working).  It 
would enhance the atmosphere of operating and also is very much a part of 
restoration. 
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Colin Mehuex has a 
smashing time down 
at the box!  
Destruction of the 
final panel of the old 
pavilion rescued from 
Clive Collier’s garden 
in about 1850… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hardly quiet on the events front, too.  January witnessed a popular operating 
weekend with the added bonus of the local press attending!  Many thanks to Garth 
for organising this (see Garth’s report in section 3).  Disappointingly, we still await 
publication of the article and picture(s).  Meanwhile, Heritage Railway declined to 
publish our article (their loss, not ours!).  Garth, Neil and I are now trying Steam 
Railway and Railway Magazine. 
 
News, too, on Cowley Bridge.  Dick convened a meeting in January with Alan 
Johnstone, Bill Tyndall and Roger Pleasant.  Work is underway to construct a 
computer simulator to link with the miniature lever frame, rather than building a 
new wooden panel simulator like the one used for the old Cowley Bridge.  
However, manufacture of the circuit board is going to be a time consuming task, 
and we are unlikely to see Cowley Bridge up and running until 2007.  If anyone out 
there has the skills to fit a load of microswitches, we’d love to hear from you! 
 
We’re delighted to welcome new members via Open and Operating days: Warwick 
Drew, Paul Hamilton, George and Stan Streather. Neil Kearns has collaborated 
with Steve Hailes, our webmaster, and it is now possible to renew your 
membership online.  Remember that the membership year now runs from April. 
 
Much of this activity has been taken forward due to the ongoing communication 
and co-ordination of various projects by the Holding Group.  The Group reviewed 
it’s purpose and operation at a meeting held on the February Open Day.  It was 
decided that the Holding Group should continue in it’s present form until the AGM 
in June.  However, I would like to welcome Roger Pleasant, who has joined the 
Group as Member without Portfolio. 
 
I highly value the considerable contribution made by members of the Holding 
Group to the development of our Project - it is a pleasure working with you all.   
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Ken Hale expertly 
converts all the 
unwanted rotten 
timbers to ash! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And, for that matter, I value highly all contributions to the work of the Project, 
wherever they come from, small or large. We can only survive and thrive through 
the generosity of all our volunteers. But even if you’re unable to offer practical 
help, do come along on an Open Day. If you haven’t been for some time, you may 
be pleasantly surprised at the progress made.   

 

 

The pavilion is 
almost finished 
outside.  The 
shutters are shown 
opened, and flooring 
on the verandah has 
been laid.  A 
Portsmouth to 
Cardiff train passes 
just as this shot is 
taken from the signal 
platform on the site. 

 

Peter  

******************************************************************************************** 
Awards and funds…  Your Treasurer Dick Hewett reports: 
 
If you want to get into the signal box, you have to be able to climb a safe flight of 
steps.  So if you find they’re rotting away, it becomes a high priority task to get  
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them replaced.  But such things don’t come cheap. 
 
An initial estimate of the cost of having a professional job done came up with a 
figure of around £2,200.  Where will we get that money?  Well, Romsey Town 
Council is keen to see the signal box remain in the town, and they too agreed that 
a box without access is a pretty pointless and ineffective attraction.  So they have 
generously given half the anticipated cost – £1,100.  The rest will come from the 
Friends or the Trust (still to be decided).  We are currently getting a couple of other 
quotes before placing a firm order for the work to be done this summer. 
 
Meanwhile we conducted a little exercise to see how much money the Friends had 
raised and spent over the period since 1988.  It totalled a suprisingly high figure – 
over £20k in each case.  Funds have come from grants, donations (at Open Days 
and other sources), subscriptions, and sales of books etc.  Expenditure has gone 
on a wide range of items, but particularly equipment, maintenance, the pavilion, 
stocks of materials, and insurance and the like.  We have to thank all members for 
their generosity.  And if we were to evaluate the thousands of hours of volunteer 
labour which have also been contributed, well… 

 
 
Your Treasurer saves 
the Friends another tidy 
sum by putting his back 
into digging the drain 
and soakaway for the 
drainage from the sink 
in the signal box – soon 
to be connected to the 
water mains after 19 
years of waiting! 
 
 
 
 

Our latest effort is to seek funding for the CCTV we want to install between the 
signal box and the pavilion, to enable the elderly, those with disabilities, and 
anyone who can’t (or doesn’t want to) access the operating floor of the box to 
watch and hear the proceedings on a TV monitor in the pavilion.  We believe we 
have a strong case: let’s hope for good news. 
 
Oh – and don’t forget that if you haven’t renewed your membership already, it falls 
due from 1 April.  £5 for 16-59, £2.50 outside those ages. 

********************************************************************************************* 
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Signalling at Romsey – snapshots in history: Signals 16 and 18… 
 
14 May 1955, and 30729, a 
member of that classic LSWR 
locomotive class the Drummond 
T9 4-4-0s, passes Romsey in the 
Up direction.  Signal 16 is pulled 
off for Redbridge.  The Goods 
Shed can clearly be seen in the 
background.  (With thanks to E 
Gamblin) 
 
 
 
 
 
1969, with a Hampshire DMU 
heading off towards Eastleigh in 
the evening light, a few months 
before passengers services 
through Chandlers Ford were 
withdrawn.  The track layout in 
the foreground remains almost 
as in 1955.  (With thanks to 
Richard Courage) 
 
 
 

 
1973, and Signal 16 is again pulled off for 
Redbridge.  However the replacement colour 
light signal is already in position, though 
covered with a hood.  The signal box is in the 
background.  Even at this time, access 
remained to a single siding on the down side.  
A mysterious figure can be seen bending over 
by the parapet of the bridge over the canal – a 
prize will be given for the best suggestion as 
to what he is doing! (With thanks to Adrian 
Vaughan) 
 
We shall be featuring more old photos in 

future issues, especially from those sent to us from Canada by Richard Courage. 

********************************************************************************************* 
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Operating weekends… 
 
On Saturday 28th January, five visitors from Imperial College Railway Society 
participated in an operating session.  For two, it was a repeat visit.  We hope to 
continue developing this link.  The report of the visit as published recently in the 
Imperial College Railway Society Newsletter (no 4 March 2006) is reproduced as 
the next item. 
 
This private function was followed on Sunday 29th by our traditional operating 
‘extravaganza’, to which our friends at the Mid-Hants and Swanage Railways are 
also invited.  No fewer than fifteen attended, which made for a great group photo 
opportunity when a photographer from the Southern Evening Echo  arrived.  
 
 A special mention for Danny Scroggins, Romsey member and Exminster SB 
Chairman, who amended the working timetable and installed a fantastic multi-
telephone system which kept the signalmen just a little bit occupied….   When Ted 
Mason arrived he was very concerned about the ‘crash’ at Halterworth crossing, 
until I reassured him that, fortunately, this was simply the product of someone’s 
over-active imagination…. 

********************************************************************************************* 
(With thanks to author Kim Winter, ICRS, for allowing us to reproduce the article) 
 
Romsey Signal Box - 28th January 2006 
 
Five members of the ICRS spent a fascinating afternoon at Romsey Signal Box 
where some of mysteries of signalling were revealed to those of the unwashed (oh 
all right, just me; the others all knew what was going on – I’ve always gone gaa 
gaa when the initials S&T are invoked, but it is less of a mystery now). 
 
Dave Horton, Simon Hamlin and myself arrived (together) by car; alumni James 
Watts and Phil Inskip achieved maximum points by arriving and departing by train.  
For James, this was a busman’s holiday for he is a signalman on the Severn 
Valley Railway (a trip for next year’s programme), Likewise, Phil is a former BR 
signal engineer – but confessed not to know so much about the secret language of 
the bell codes. 
 
Our hosts at Romsey were Peter, Garth & Dick.  Dick is also a guard on the 
Welshpool & Llanfair so there was lots of Narrow Gauge talk during the afternoon. 
 
We started at Noon and continued until early evening.  Dave maintains that 
signalling was an early form of mechanical computing. Something about “If”, then, 
“Else”?! There were lots of bells & levers, ‘interlocking’, section working and 
timetables to keep. (I did understand it all – honestly). Also in evidence were 
phones and a constant supply of tea and biscuits. 
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It is a community project on a grand scale – rescuing a redundant signal box & 
moving it to the grounds of a nearby school and then restoring it to ‘working use’ 
as an educational and training experience. Some signals and a pair of points in 
front of the box actually work. An adjacent pavilion will be used as a meeting room, 
and was nearing completion. We were the first customers to use the plumbing! 
 
It was a fascinating day and certainly worth the journey. Thank you Dave for 
arranging it all. 
 
Next year a repeat visit, and the Severn Valley to boot! 

********************************************************************************************* 
The Holding Group – a summary of the last meeting 
 
The Holding Group met on Sunday 5 February to review progress, with Dick 
Hewett, Peter Chatfield, Garth Long, Neil Kearns, and Roger Pleasant being 
present.  Ted Mason sent his apologies.  The subjects discussed have been 
described fully elsewhere in this issue of The Signal, but this summarises the main 
topics covered. 
 
The process of the Holding Group was considered.  Everyone felt it had worked 
well, and that it should continue to operate until the AGM, when a more formal 
committee should be elected. 
 
Progress on the pavilion was discussed, as was progress on Cowley Bridge.  
Operating Events were planned, and a range of press and publicity opportunities 
are being followed up.  An offer had been received to address the practical 
problems with the wiring in the box (thanks to Mike Walshaw).  Membership was 
reviewed, followed by a discussion about funding and applications for grants. 
 
Any Other Business raised a number of further items, such as the need for repairs 
to the strimmers and the clock (in hand), the location of sets of keys, and the 
Action Plan which the Acting Chairman has developed.  Arrangements for 
managing the flow of visitors at the 48-hour marathon in September were 
considered, together with the rostering of signalmen. 
 
The Holding Group will not meet formally again until the AGM. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
St Alban’s box news 
 
You may be aware of the project to restore the signal box just to the south of St 
Albans station on the Midland main line.  The St Albans Signal Box Preservation 
Trust have just signed the lease for the box from Network Rail, and have managed 
to get funding from the Heritage Lottery and others totalling more than £100k. 
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They are now pushing ahead with the restoration of the box, together with a 
simulator such that the box can be operated in the same way as Exeter West and 
Romsey.  We wish them all the best in their venture.   
 
If any Romsey Signal Box members wish to find out more, or join the St Albans 
group, check out www.sigbox.co.uk, or send £10 to Mary Webster (Membership 
Trustee), 5 Ridgmont Road, St Albans, AL1 3AG.  You have our blessing – so long 
as you continue to be a member of Romsey as well!! 

********************************************************************************************* 
Signalling history miscellany: Redbridge in the 70s  
 
Peter Chatfield writes: 
Good news: it’s an article! Bad news: more stuff written by me!! Solution?  I’ll bet 
there are lots of stories, fond memories etc., out there…. If you’d like to contribute 
something, do send it to the editor to put in the newsletter.  But, to get the ball 
rolling, here goes…. 
 
For a small signal box, Romsey controlled an interesting layout: junction, 
single/double track, mechanical/motor signals and points, etc.  So did its 
neighbour, Redbridge, with a slightly larger frame. 

 
Redbridge box in 
1967.  The box closed 
shortly before 
Romsey, on 28th 
February 1982. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The diagram of 1974 (overleaf) has a wealth of interesting features, despite this 
being a slightly rationalised layout compared to its peak.  The box was busy, 
controlling the Southampton-Bournemouth main line, so-called ‘branch’ to Romsey 
and Salisbury and, by the 1960s, container traffic for Southampton Docks 
(Freightliner bell code 3-2-5).  Note the position light shunt signals: no.25 to 
container arrival line; no.4 draw ahead to access no.14 points. Note the motor-
worked disc: ‘A‘.  And note the floodlit discs throughout - often the practice in 
colour light/part colour light areas. (Romsey had them latterly.) 
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Due to the intensity of traffic, intermediate block signals feature on the up line.  A 
banner repeater was provided for the restricted view no.16 up starter, in contrast to 
Totton’s up starter which had co-acting arms more in the tradition of the LSWR.   
Redbridge once had co-acting down junction starting signals, but these had been 
replaced by a colour light with route indicator.  Add in a ground frame and barriers, 
and you had plenty to keep the signalman occupied. 
 

Unlike Romsey, Redbridge was a later Type 3 LSWR box.  Like Romsey, it 
succumbed to Eastleigh panel in 1982.  RIP. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Book and clothes sales  
 
The Redbridge diagram was taken from one of George Pryer’s superb series of 
signalling diagrams books.  Sadly George passed away several years ago, and we 
believe his books are now out of print.  We have a decreasing range available for 
sale through the Friends.  Unfortunately stocks no longer include the volumes 
around Romsey, but if you’re interested in the West Country…   
 
A generous supporter has donated a selection of secondhand books and videos, 
which we intend to sell in the pavilion once that is opened to the public.  We also 
have the Middleton Press books covering the routes through Romsey, plus Kestrel 
Publications superb book on the Sprat & Winkle line (Andover to Redbridge). 
 
Finally, we have plenty of sweatshirts (L, XL, and XXL) for sale at a discounted 
rate of £10 each to clear. 
 
Bring your cash and cheques next time you visit!  Or contact Dick who will give you 
more details of books in stock, including prices. 
 
If you wish to order any merchandise, please make cheques payable to “Friends of 
Romsey Signal Box”. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 

Annual General Meeting 
Notice is hereby given that the AGM of the Friends of Romsey Signal Box will be 
held in the Signal Box Pavilion at 3.30pm on Sunday 4 June 2006. 
 
Nominations are invited for posts on the Committee.  Peter Chatfield, Dick Hewett, 
Garth Long, Roger Pleasant, Neil Kearns and Ted Mason all offer themselves for 
election.  Ken Hale has indicated a wish to stand down from the post of Secretary 
at this AGM. 
 
Agenda: 
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1. Apologies  
2. Acceptance of record of AGM (2005) (as published in “The Signal” No 32, 

November 2005) 
3. Chairman’s Report 
4. Financial and membership statements 
5. Election of committee of the Friends  
6. Diary dates 2006-07 
7. Action list, including Pavilion completion 
8. Any other business 
9. Date of next AGM 

 
Peter Chatfield, Acting Chairman 
********************************************************************************************* 
Next Open day: 2 April 2006.  Contact Neil Kearns, 023 8061 8167. 
 
Subsequent Open Days 2006: 7 May, 4 June (with AGM at 3.30pm), 2 July, 6 
August, 3 September, 1 October, 5 November, 3 December. 
 
Members operating day: Saturday 13 May 
General operating day (open to others): Sunday 14 May. 
For both: Contact Garth Long, 023 8031 5075. 
 
Signalling Marathon/Heritage Open Days: Saturday 9-and Sunday 10 
September 2006.  (Note that if we do a full 48-hour marathon, we shall start on the 
evening of Friday 8 September.) 

12 


