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Saturday July 12 :
Celebration Event!
A date for your diary! An event not to be missed!
All members are encouraged to come and join us when we celebrate the
completion of the visitor pavilion with all its facilities and displays.

Saturday 12th July will be a celebration of the incredible progress made over the
past year or so. We hope to have local dignatories to come and do an official
tape-cutting ceremony. We also plan to have an informal barbecue and drinks.
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The event will be in the middle of our involvement in the Romsey Arts Festival.
50,000 brochures are being distributed in Romsey and the surrounding area
advertising the entire festival, and more details can be found on
www.romseyartsfestival.org.uk. We hope you will like the description of the signal
box events included therein!
Please let Dick or Peter know whether you plan to attend. Phone, email or good
old letter post – all are acceptable! We would like to know numbers and times for
catering purposes. We would also like to be able to keep you advised of final
plans for the day.

Come and operate the box!
And of course the weekend will feature operation of the signal box each day from
10am until 6pm. We also plan to operate for as much of the normal Open Day on
the 6th July as is possible.
One particular focus of the Arts Festival is young people, and to that end, we are
dedicating the operation on Saturday 12th July to the younger members of the
team (under supervision). So, if you would like to come and take part in our
simulated operations, even just for an hour or so, the options are:
 Adults: Sundays 6th July and/or 13th July, any time between 10am and 6pm;
 Young members: Saturday 12th July, any time between 10am and 6pm.
Again – please let Dick or
Peter know as soon as
possible, so a roster can
be organised and we can
advise everyone when they
will be on duty.
But even if you haven’t got
the time (or the confidence
or interest) to help with the
operation – just come
along sometime over the
weekend to see the
developments on the site.
It really is amazing!
**********************************************************************************************
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Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the AGM of the Friends of Romsey Signal Box will be
held in the Signal Box Pavilion at 3.30pm on Sunday 1st June 2008, at the end of
the next Open Day.
Nominations are invited for posts on the Committee. Peter Chatfield, Dick Hewett,
Clive Millward, Roger Pleasant, Neil Kearns and Ted Mason all offer themselves
for election.
Agenda:
1. Apologies
2. Acceptance of record of AGM (2007) (as published in “The Signal” No 37,
August 2007)
3. Chairman’s Report
4. Financial and membership statements
5. Election of committee of the Friends
6. Diary dates 2008-09
7. Action list
8. Any other business
9. Date of next AGM
Peter Chatfield, Chairman
*********************************************************************************************
Chairman's notes
Once again, a great deal has happened at Romsey Signal Box since the last
newsletter. The closure of the primary school next to the site has been a matter of
concern, but we are fortunate that Ted and his colleagues at Romsey & District
Buildings Preservation Trust have been closely monitoring the situation. Not only
are they concerned about the signal box itself (since it is their property), they also
have a direct interest as they will be selling their land on the other side of the
footpath to the box as part of the development.
As I write, the school is about to be demolished, but our concerns about the threat
of vandalism have been acknowledged by all parties, including Hampshire County
Council. It may be several years before the flattened site is built upon, as even
outline planning permission has yet to be granted. So security in the meantime is
a major issue.
Dick has been liaising with the various authorities as regards the access to the
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signal box site and continued connection to the electricity and water mains. The
Trust have agreed to fund the installation of a new electric supply which will be
necessary when the school is disconnected from the mains. The costs are higher
than we anticipated but we have no choice if we are to continue to operate on the
site.
The paving in the school grounds….
We are fortunate that a by-product of
closure has been the availability of a

sizeable quantity of paving slabs, which
we have taken the opportunity to use at
the site. Clive, Neil and Roger spent a
day shifting slabs to the site, and I don’t
know whether they have recovered yet….!
However, the slabs have transformed the
site, and will provide proper access to the
Pavilion/Visitor Centre, and well as
contributing to landscaping the site.
The paving used on the signal box site….
Indeed, there has been great progress recently
with new flowerbeds and neat grass borders:
many thanks to Clive, Rod, Joan and other
volunteers who have contributed. Clive has also
negotiated for the supply of a decent shed being
discarded by the school.
It must be said that Clive has been an absolute
brick (or even slab?!!), and has continued to make
an enormous contribution to the site and its
facilities. Clive: we take our hats off to you, and
long may you enjoy the kettle in the Pavilion!
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The S&T group continue to meet, now three times a year, and there is no shortage
of technical challenges they face. However, the main functions of lever frame /
block instruments / simulator are working very well, and it is a great asset to be
able to undertake demonstrations without technical problems or missing
operational functions. A ground signal is now in situ ready to be connected to the
frame, and future projects include connecting a position-light indicator to one of the
semaphore signals, and also connecting a facing point lock.
I was fortunate to see recent progress on the Cowley Bridge Junction miniature
signal box when I visited Alan Johnston in March. We have 3 CBJ instruments at
Romsey awaiting cosmetic restoration; once these are finished, the CBJ block
shelf will be complete. As the quarter size lever frame is also ready, this means
that the remaining works for completion needed are finishing the simulator and
constructing a frame to securely brace the block shelf and lever frame.
It is also good to see our younger members enjoying the signal box. They
contribute in many ways - helping with practical tasks, operating the simulator and
the frame - but as long as they have a bit of fun and enjoy the atmosphere, that is
all part of what the signal box is all about.
Finally, although our visitor numbers have been relatively low so far this year,
partly due to inclement weather, I must remind you again about our two big events
coming up this year, in July (Romsey Arts Festival) and September (Heritage
Open Days). I do hope that as many members as possible come along to the
events, as they promise to be memorable and there is sure to be a lot going on. If
you haven’t been to the site for some time, you may be surprised at how different it
looks, even compared to three months ago. But some things never change - it
must be the railway influence - the kettle’s on pretty permanently….
Very best wishes
Peter Chatfield, Chairman
**********************************************************************************************
Site Manager’s report for the period December 2007 to date
Clive Millward writes:
This is my first report as Site Manager on the progress being made on site.
Unfortunately although I am now retired I still act as though there are several lads
in the workshop wanting a job, and tend to expect things to progress quite quickly
towards the end product I can see in my mind. This is the way I am and probably
always will be, so if I annoy someone in the process I apologise now as it is not
intentional.
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Of the 60 plus jobs noted in March, over 30 have to date been completed, others
are either in progress or awaiting resources/manpower.

A start has been made at the entrance with the paving recovered from the
demolition of the Infants School. This will help reduce the amount of grit and dirt
carried into the signal box and pavilion. As the paving progresses, sleeper edging
to paths is slowly being removed so as to alleviate possible injury by slipping or
tripping into rotten wood (one example of improvements to Health & Safety on
site).
The rail that was buried in the old
storage/dump are has now been
cleared and ready for reuse
elsewhere, making it easier to keep
the vegetation down in that locality.
Recently Neil Kearns, Andy Moody,
Roger Pleasant and Rod Hoyle
cleared the undergrowth from the
canal end, so now we have all four
corners of the site visible, apparently
the first time for many years.
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Most of the rotten sleepers under the point have been replaced and the point
rodding re-routed. This will be completed when the local blacksmith has
straightened some metalwork that he is doing for us (free), also when the
congealed grease has been scraped from the chair sides. When completed this
will relieve most of the strain on the frame. There are several more sleepers to be
replaced but we only have three reasonable sleepers left on site.
Signal no 5: The operating wire has been relayed and the previous arrangement of
pulleys and base plate replaced by a single crank bolted direct to the post, making
parts available to fit up the Ground Signal alongside the pavilion. The post is now
fitted out with a ladder and servicing platform, the material for this coming from an
old iron gate that was buried in the dump area. There is also a safety rail to
prevent tripping over the operating wire (more H&S on site), and the post and arm
should be in the process of being cleaned down ready for repainting.
The “new” ground signal is at present sited but not yet fixed and will be operated
from lever 23. Dick has delivered another ground signal (originally donated by
Howard Sprenger) but its location and lever are yet to be agreed. (It may possibly
use lever 21, S&T to agree.)
Signal 3: I am proposing that the signalling parts be turned 180 degrees to face the
opposite direction, and the shunt ahead signal which is currently in the old visitor
van should be fitted to the post and wired to lever 19 so that both can be seen.
This would increase the visual effect of the box operations. (This will be discussed
at the AGM.)
With the extra rods and wires coming from under the box, the main base plate
outside will be redesigned.
S&T have agreed to put phones from the box to both signals and one in the
pavilion, which will also increase interest. Most parts are on site to complete the
work but the phone system is at present giving the S&T team headaches.
A servicing schedule has been put into operation for the Oiling and Inspection of
the Signals, Point and Locking Room equipment. This has been taken on initially
by junior member Jamie Brooker, with assistance from Luke Edwards, under the
supervision of an adult.
I must stress to all younger members of the Friends – DO NOT CLIMB ANY
LADDER without the supervision of an adult. And the platelayer’s trolley must not
be pushed or pulled. I am awaiting the outcome of the proposal for Junior
members taking on the task of rebuilding the trolley. This may also be in hand by
the time of going to print.
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During this past winter time has been spent
in the pavilion putting finishing touches to the
toilet, kitchen and display area, and with
Dick’s displays mounted on new boards on
the walls it will make it more interesting for
members and visitors alike. It will also give
the opportunity to hold future meetings/
buffets in the dry (note that the Trust
themselves held their monthly committee
meeting in the pavilion on 13th May).

Chris Rideout on tile cutting duties
The pavilion verandah and new paving
During January it was noted that water was
getting under the roofing felt in the area of
the kitchen and this must take priority over
some other works. This may have been
resolved by the time this goes to print with
funding from the Trust.
As you know there are minor structural defects within the box (see “The Signal” no
38). A start has been made to bolt the beam direct to the concrete base and we
will then be able to remove the two acro-props and lower the floor back onto the
walls and strengthen the floor beams where necessary.
To all members: please report any potential hazards found on site, however small.
See that it is recorded on the Job List to be found in the kitchen area even if it is
completed immediately.
As you can see, a lot is going on and we are trying our hardest to keep ahead of
Rod Hoyle, Dick Hewett and Ted Mason with their cameras. I take this opportunity
to “thank” everyone that’s been involved, particularly Gavin, Peter, Neil, Dick,
Jamie, Rod, and Ken, and any others I may have unintentionally omitted.
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Clive Millward
Approved by Gavin Brooker
(Deputy).

The site manager in common pose,
watching his deputy at work.
Where’s the cup of tea, Clive?

**********************************************************************************************
Signal & Telegraph (S&T) Report for the May 2008 Newsletter
WORK DONE ON 2-3 FEBRUARY 2008.
Present: Steve Hailes, Simon Cooper, Clive Millward and Mike Walshaw on 2 Feb
and Steve Hailes and Stuart Jones on 3 Feb.
Kimbridge Block.
The erratic and apparently random behaviour of the Kimbridge Block Instrument
Line Clear Lock was finally solved. It was due to a ‘design fault’ in the wiring
diagram for the miniature relays. Upon initial installation of this incorrect wiring, it
must have been found that the Kimbridge Line Clear Lock could never release, so
its supply had been moved to the supply for the Redbridge Line Clear Lock. The
result of this was that both Block Instruments had the same Line Clear locking
condition, i.e. locked when the berth TC H is occupied and/or Signal 5R is Green.
We had never spotted this curious connection. The wiring was corrected and the
Kimbridge Line Clear Lock now conforms to its intended locking conditions –
locked when its berth TC A is occupied and/or Signal 20R is Green.
Installation of new relay 2ECR: Simon donated and installed within the Shelf
Relay Case a Plug-In Relay in place of the existing non-functioning one (noted as
‘Outstanding Work by Chris Hack in 1999). This work has released the old 2ECR
shelf relay as spare, and it might be used to demonstrate track-circuiting.
Routine Maintenance of Signalling Equipment: Clive has established a routine
maintenance regime.
Telephone System: Steve and Simon continue to investigate the SPT
Concentrator. Further work is needed.
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Single Line Controls: None of the intended interlocking to prevent operation of
Direction Lever 6 is in place. This is probably due to another original-circuit design
fault. Further work is needed.
Signal Repeater and Simulator LED for Signals 16 and 18: Stuart Jones is
providing on long-term loan a brass-cased block-shelf signal repeater to repeat
Signal 18. The wiring is all in place and the Simulator LED has been fitted, though
temporarily the LEDs for Signals 16 and 18 are cross-connected. In due course
then, Signals 16 and 18 will be separately repeated on the Block Shelf and on the
Simulator, as they were when Romsey Box was operational. This represents the
first new Signal Repeater and Simulator LED to be designed and installed by the
S&T Working Party.
Connection to an Outdoor Demo
Shunting Signal: Clive has fixed the
new Shunt Signal adjacent to the
track, so that it is fully visible from
the signal box operating floor, and
will connect it to Lever 23.
Circuit Diagrams – updating: The
work of updated the diagrams
continues and 2 updated sheets
were issued recently.
Our next meeting will be on Saturday 31st May 2008.
Mike Walshaw, 5 Feb 2008
**********************************************************************************************
Membership matters:
First of all, thank you to all the members who have renewed their membership
already and the donations which accompanied many renewals.
Membership remains at £5.00 for adult members and £2.50 for junior members
under 16 and senior members over 60 years. Please send cheques for your
membership renewals, payable to “Friends of Romsey Signal box”, to:
Neil Kearns, 38 Arundel Road, Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh, Hants, SO50 4PQ
If you change your e-mail address, can you please inform Dick or myself, so we
can keep our contact list up to date.
Neil
**********************************************************************************************
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New displays
Dick has been hard at work producing new
permanent displays mounted to the walls of

the pavilion. Here’s a little
montage showing the progress…

He has also got the CCTV working
between the signal box and the pavilion,
and positioned on its new corner stand….
Finally, he has plumbed in the sink in the
signal box. It has only taken 16 years
since it was rescued from Fishbourne
signal box to arrange for mains water to be
flowing once more through the tap. Mind
you, there was a slight problem with the
drain, hence the bucket!… (Next page)
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**********************************************************************************************
Exminster Signal Box
The first part of a contributed article from Danny Scroggins
In the early twenties, the GWR was faced with a backlog of maintenance from the
First World War, so GWR S&T at Reading took the economic step of using an allwood design for its signal boxes, instead of the brick-base convention. Exminster
is an example of this all-wood design, being of a type 28b. These boxes were
common throughout the twenties.
Exminster Signal Box was opened by the Great Western Railway on 9th June
1924. It stood on the down side of the Exeter St. Davids - Newton Abbot section
of the GWR. On opening it was only three fifths the size that it ended up (three
‘sections’ long). The original building came second hand from an unknown
location in Wales.
Originally Exminster was equipped with 36 levers and 3-bar Vertical Tappet
interlocking; an extra 20 levers were added in 1931. The frame was extended
several times, and replaced by the last one, an 80-lever, in March 1941. It had 5bar Vertical Tappet interlocking.
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The traffic at and through
Exminster was varied. As well as
passenger traffic there was farm
traffic of livestock and materials,
coal traffic (for Devon Mental
Hospital), and also traffic ‘in the
queue’, Exminster being used as a
stabling point for trains awaiting
acceptance into Hackney Yard at
Newton Abbot.
Gradually, from the early 1960s
until its closure, the amount of working equipment in the Exminster area
decreased. The last train signalled by Exminster Box was on 17th November
1986, when it was abolished under the Exeter PSB Re-signalling Scheme. When
it was closed, only 35 of the levers were worked.
Later, the signal box was leased by Railtrack to the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds, who used it for bird-watching for a short time. However, their
use for it has expired, and it became a drain on their resources to maintain it.
Network Rail, the then owners of the building, acknowledged that, as it would be
their responsibility to maintain the building, which would have been useless to
them, from 2010, it would be beneficial for them for it to go to a better home.
The Exminster Signal Box Restoration Project was launched in an effort to restore
the box at Swindon's 'STEAM - Museum of the Great Western'. However, this
project, despite a great deal of effort, never came to fruition, and just as if it looked
like Exminster Signal Box would be doomed to fall further into disrepair and end up
being pulled down, a partnership was formed with the Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Railway, to use the box at their new Broadway station.
This involved labelling, dismantling, transporting the signal box to the GWSR in
pieces. A site meeting was held at Exminster in the summer and then a follow-up
meeting at the railway soon after at which point hands were shaken between the
Preservation Society and the Railway. Everyone agreed that the signal box
needed to be moved quickly, and the date set for the removal there and then.
The removal process took 54 man days, between 16th September and 20th
October 2006, and one which I found extremely enjoyable.
I travelled to Exeter by train on the first day, my car having terminally broken down
on the way home from work a few days before. I slept most of the way. On arrival
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at Exeter St David’s I met Ian from the
GWSR who I had met before, and a new
face, George, who was soon to become a
good friend. George had his van full of
tools and was the main driver for the next
few weeks for Ian and me. We travelled
to site in George's van via a very longwinded search for a B&Q for materials.
When we arrived at the site, John, the
then deputy head of GWSR S&T, who
was already there, and I worked on lever
frame while George and Ian worked on
guttering and assessing how to take building down. We managed to get about
50% of the lever frame apart. It's heavier than it looks.
The second day it was raining, so we're all inside. Lots of internal cladding came
off (all numbered of course); unfortunately not much of the tongue and grooving
survived, but once it’s all nailed back into place it will be invisible so no enormous
problem. Flooring came up and we continued on the lever frame. The box really
started to look like it was coming out now. Some significant panels were
numbered to ensure they go back correctly, ie, triangular pieces at the gable ends.
By the end of the day we finally started to work out how the building was
constructed (not as straightforward as it looks!).
We carried out lots of work on roof on the third day – the two torpedo vents came
off. George managed to get off about half the tiles on the east side. I stayed
inside and continued on the lever frame - dismantling about as much as I could.
The bits left by then were either structurally important or too difficult to undo! Ian is
still concerned about the fixings in the roof, it seemed it was held on by very little!
Quite windy today, so not brilliant for the cherry-picker removing the tiles. It was
slightly concerning that from the outside it looked as if we'd done absolutely
nothing! The inside showed all our hard work though. I imagined that once our
work started to become visible from the outside it would be a very quick affair.
John Simms joined us again on day 4, and he and I worked on the lever frame.
John managed to unscrew the few remaining levers and quadrant plates. George
continued on the roof tiles and managed to complete removing the tiles on the east
side. We were slightly concerned that tomorrow, and especially the next day,
would be too windy to continue with this task. We were also joined by Kevin, a
Moveright-man, who is helping us as well. The locking trays all remained in place
until last thing when we bought an impact-screwdriver, when I managed to get
about four out at the Plymouth end. Andrew (the GWSR Engineering Director)
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joined us at the Ley Arms late in the evening, to see how we were getting on. We
waited to see what the weather held for us the next day...!
The next day arrived, and the wind was not excessive, but was still too strong to
safely continue removing tiles off the roof. We had about one day's worth of work
to occupy us all inside the box but after that, we were stuck. So we thought we
might be going home the next day. Between the four of us we removed all the
remaining parts of the lever frame we could, including all remaining of the twentyeight locking trays after a sterling effort by George. This made it possible to
dismantle the locking frame grid, which came apart quite easily. After a 'nut and
bolt round-up' and general tidy-round there was little more we could do. The
weather forecast looked windy for the next day, so it was looking likely that we
would load up a lorry with the parts we have recovered so far and go home the
next afternoon, with the intention of returning next Wednesday, by which time
hopefully the weather would have settled, to complete the job.
Well... where WAS the storm?! When we arrived at the box in the morning it was
about the calmest morning yet! Luckily though, we stayed with our plan of not
starting to remove the tiles, as by lunchtime it was quite windy. George removed
the guttering off the front of the box, but the tiles on that side were still in place.
There was a lorry waiting for us when we arrived in the morning, and we loaded
the lever frame and other parts from inside the box into the cages and loaded them
onto the lorry, which left us for Ashchurch, where the parts were going to be
stored, pending the setting-up of a more serious workshop.
Having finished quite early, given that there was little to do, we went down to the
Paignton Dartmouth Steam Railway (or whatever it's called) for a ride and a look
round (which was nice), then home the next day. George and Ian were coming
back a week later to finish stripping the tiles, and I (after late turn Wednesday at
Swindon) would come back on Thursday. Everything was going quite well....
(To be continued. Thanks to Danny for this interesting narrative)
(See also www.broadwaysignalbox.org.uk)
*********************************************************************************************
Signal Box clothing and uniform
A reminder that we still have plenty of sweatshirts (£14), polo shirts (£12.50) and
T-shirts (£8). These are always available on Open Days and other special events.
It would be great if EVERYONE present as “staff” on Open Days and operating
events were wearing some articles of Signal Box clothing. Please consider
making the investment. Credit facilities are available at zero interest!
*********************************************************************************************
15

“The Signal” No 39, May 2008
Diary dates:
REGULAR OPEN DAYS (including site working sessions):
Next Open day:
Sunday 1 June,10am till 3.30pm, followed by Annual General Meeting,
3.30pm to 5pm. Contact Neil Kearns, 023 8061 8167.
Subsequent Open Days 2008 (all Sundays, 10am till 4pm):
6 July, 3 August, 7 September, 5 October, 2 November, 7 December.
SPECIAL OPERATING EVENTS:
DATES WHEN THE SIGNAL BOX WILL BE OPERATED THROUGHOUT THE
DAY (at least from 1000 to 1800), AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:
Romsey Arts Festival:
Sunday 6 July 2008 (the regular Open Day extended)
Saturday 12 July 2008 (younger members) and Sunday 13 July 2008
Heritage Open Days:
Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 September 2008.
Again it is hoped that the operation on one of these two days will be
the responsibility of our younger members.
S & T WORKING SESSIONS: 31 May, then 4 October.
Contact Mike Walshaw, 01929 421913, to confirm dates and arrangements.
PRIVATE MEMBERS ONLY OPERATING SESSIONS:
Contact Peter Chatfield and ask to be kept informed on plans:
email Chatp004@aol.com or phone 01892 522143 (and leave a message).
Usual caption suggestions welcomed. I
thought the sight of Clive having his
sandwiches and Chris Rideout working
was too good a contrast to miss…
If you have received a monochrome
copy of this newsletter through the post,
but actually have access to the internet
and email – let us know. There is a full
colour version on the website –
www.romseysignalbox.org.uk - and it
saves us the costs of photocopying and
postage by alerting you to future
editions through email.
16

